






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Based on the code of ethics approved by the general assembly of the Japa-
nese Sociological Society at their annual meeting, specific guidelines for its code
of ethics are now being developed by the Special Committee. In this article, I will
explain the basis for devising these guidelines, especially regarding empirical re-
search involving surveys and fieldwork.
Regardless of the methodological approach employed, there are fundamental
ethical principles that must be followed when conducting a social survey. For ex-
ample, researchers must have rigorous methodological training in carrying out so-
cial surveys, they must be responsible for explaining the purpose of the research
to the informants, they must protect the confidentiality of the information, they
must not fabricate or falsify the data, and they must be educated in ethical issues
that arise in social research. However, aspects regarding the practical implementa-
tion of, and responses to these principles vary depending on the methods em-
ployed in each study. Statistical surveys (such as a sample survey) and descriptive
studies (such as a case study) are clearly differentiated in this respect.
By elucidating the sources of such differences between these two approaches,
the objective of this article is to systematically assess various problems in imple-
menting ethical standards in practice. Here, I organize the issues with respect to
two attributes; anonymity and narrativity. Sample surveys can be characterized by
having a high degree of anonymity and a low degree of narrativity, whereas the
opposite applies for case studies. Such differences generate ethical problems in
practice that are specific to each method.
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A researcher employing a method with a high degree of anonymity must
have acquired accurate knowledge in social surveys, including how to keep a dis-
tance between researchers and informants. Data of less narrative nature would re-
quire a researcher and data analyst to construct stories that would provide a mean-
ingful interpretation of the results. On the other hand, a researcher who employs a
method that has less of a degree of anonymity needs to be concerned with protect-
ing the informant’s privacy and interests by providing a thorough explanation to
each informant. Analyzing narrative data requires a cautious attitude in order to
not overly depend on the informants’ own construction of reality.
As I organize various issues involved in the implementation of ethical stan-
dards, given that these are still at the proposal stage, I also introduce a part of the
guidelines currently under development in order that these may be of use.
Key words: fundamental ethical principles, sample survey, case study, anonymity,
narrativity
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